Harvest Communion & Supper
A Harvest celebration for all Ages
Welcome. This is a relaxed service with the opportunity to chat and
enjoy each others company. We will sing hymns, say prayers, reflect on
Harvest and the fruits of the earth, enjoy a meal and break bread
together. We remain seated throughout the service and the meal. At
the communion we will pass the bread and the wine around the table
to one another: all are invited to take communion.
We say together the lines in bold type.

We gather
As you take your place at the tables please enjoy the bread rolls and a
glass of wine or apple juice.
The earth brings forth her increase, and God,
our own God, will bless us.
Psalm 67.6
HYMN
Come, ye thankful people, come,
raise the song of harvest home!
All is safely gathered in,
ere the winter storms begin.
God, our Maker, doth provide
for our wants to be supplied;
come to God's own temple, come,
raise the song of harvest home!

We ourselves are God's own field,
fruit unto his praise we yield;
wheat and tares together sown,
unto joy or sorrow grown.
First the blade and then the ear,
then the full corn shall appear:
grant, O harvest Lord, that we
wholesome grain and pure may be.
Then, thou Church triumphant, come,
raise the song of harvest-home;
all be safely gathered in,
free from sorrow, free from sin,
there forever purified
in God’s garner to abide:
come, ten thousand angels, come
raise the glorious harvest-home!

We greet each other
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

We say sorry
We confess to you our lack of care for the world
you have given us.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
We confess to you our selfishness in not sharing
the earth’s bounty fairly.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
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We confess to you our failure to protect resources for others.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

We hear God’s forgiveness
May Almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.

Gloria
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The Collect - a special prayer for Harvest
Creator God,
you made the goodness of the land,
the riches of the sea
and the rhythm of the seasons;
as we thank you for the harvest,
may we cherish and respect
this planet and its peoples,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We hear the Word of God
At the end of the reading, the reader says
For the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The main course is served
A Grace is said. As the food is brought to the tables and during your
meal, you might like to discuss the following with those around you:
• What do we remember of past harvest festivals? What customs do
we remember? What did harvest mean to people in the past?
• Leviticus is part of our sacred book too. What does the time of
wandering in the wilderness mean for us? If God's people have been
homeless and in exile, perhaps we have much in common with
homeless people and refugees, and with those whose way of life is
hand-to-mouth. Is that true of this church?
• God's people are always on the move, always learning, always
undergoing preparation for the next phase. How is that true for us

today?
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Prayers for Harvest
This response may be used:
For your abundant gifts to us,
Lord, we thank you.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

The second course is served.
HYMN
Lord of the harvest, Lord of the field,
Give thanks now to God in nature revealed.
Give thanks for the sun, the wind and the rain
And thanks for the crops that feed us again.
The corn safely cut is gathered inside
We thank you, oh Lord, that you can provide.
The trees ripe with fruit stand proud in the sun,
We gather them now that summer has gone.
For yours is the wonder, yours is the power,
Yours is the glory of fruit and of flower.
So in all our plenty, help us to see,
The needs all around whatever they be.
With food for the body, strength for the soul,
It's healing and caring, making them whole.
5

We remember Jesus
Offertory prayer

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the
Universe. You bring forth bread from the Earth; and
on this night you give us the bread of life in the Body
of your Son Jesus Christ. Glory to you for ever and
ever.
Blessed be God for ever.
Blessed are you, O Lord our God,
King of the universe. You create the fruit of the
vine; and on this night you refresh us with the cup
of salvation in the Blood of your Son Jesus
Christ. Glory to you for ever and ever.
Blessed be God for ever.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here.
His spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Lord of all life,
you created the universe,
where all living things reflect your glory.
You give us this great and beautiful earth,
to discover and to cherish.
You made us all, each wonderfully different,
to join with the angels and sing your praise:
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We thank you, loving Father,
because you sent Jesus, your Son.
He gave his life for us on the cross
and shows us the way to live.
Send your Holy Spirit
that these gifts of bread and wine
may be for us Christ's body and his blood.
On the night before he died,
when darkness had fallen,
Jesus took bread.
He gave thanks, broke it,
and shared it with his disciples.
‘This is my body’, he said,
‘given for you. Do this to remember me.’
After they had eaten, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and shared wine with his disciples.
‘This is my blood,’ he said,
‘poured out for you and for all people,
to save them from their sins.
Do this to remember me.’
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Father, with this bread and this cup
we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life.
As you feed us with these gifts
send your Holy Spirit,
and change us more and more
to be like Jesus our Saviour.
Help us to love one another,
and to work together for that day
when the whole world is fed,
suffering is ended,
and all creation is gathered in your loving arms.
With all your saints
we give you glory,
through Jesus Christ,
in the strength of the Spirit,
for ever and ever.
Amen. Amen. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, which art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory.
for ever and ever. Amen.
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We share
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

We receive Communion
Everyone is invited to receive Communion. We share
bread and wine saying
The Body of Christ, keep you in eternal life.
The Blood of Christ, keep you in eternal life

We thank God for Communion
Creator God,
you give seed for us to sow,
rain in abundance
and bread for us to eat;
make us always aware of what we have received;
and help us to use sparingly the gifts you give us,
always being aware of the needs of others;
so all the world may give you thanks and glory.
Amen.

Tea and coffee are served - or more wine is consumed!
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HYMN
We plough the fields, and scatter
the good seed on the land,
but it is fed and watered
by God's almighty hand:
he sends the snow in winter,
the warmth to swell the grain,
the breezes and the sunshine,
and soft, refreshing rain.
All good gifts around us
are sent from heaven above;
then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord,
for all his love.
He only is the maker
of all things near and far;
he paints the wayside flower,
he lights the evening star;
the winds and waves obey him,
by him the birds are fed;
much more to us, his children,
he gives our daily bread.
We thank thee then, O Father,
for all things bright and good,
the seed-time and the harvest,
our life, our health, our food.
Accept the gifts we offer
for all thy love imparts,
and, what thou most desirest,
our humble, thankful hearts.
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We go into the world
The Blessing
God the Father, who created the world,
give you grace to be wise stewards of his creation.
Amen.
God the Son, who redeemed the world,
inspire you to go out as labourers into his harvest.
Amen.
God the Holy Spirit, whose breath fills the whole of creation,
help you to bear his fruits of love, joy and peace.
Amen.
And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Sending Out
Loving God
be with us as we go from here,
and keep us close to you. Amen.
Freely you have received, freely give.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Thank you to all those who have helped to provide our food this
evening. There is a plate by the door for donations to cover the cost of
the meal. Any monies left over will be given to the North Cotswold
Community Food Bank.
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