
Minutes of the Vestry Meeting  and Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 
Holy Trinity Church, Ascott under Wychwood 

Monday  23rd April 2018 at 7.30 pm 
 
 

Present: The Rector: Revd. Mark Abrey  
                     PCC Members: Sarah Tribe, Rachel Lovel, Ash Ismael (Treasurer) 

  Judh Mitchell  Acting Secretary 
Eight other Parishioners 

 
Apologies   Avril Rance (PCC), Mark Dawbarn, Charlotte and Anthony Wood  
 
Before the official business of the meeting began, the Rector invited those present to view the 
Ascott Martyrs wall hanging which had been hung over the door in the North Aisle. It had been 
made by a group consisting principally of village residents, under professional guidance. The 
wall hanging was much admired and the meeting agreed they were happy for it to be displayed 
permenantly there. (It would be formally unveiled on Ascott Martyrs Day, 23 June.) 
 
Vestry Meeting   
             
Election of Churchwardens   No nominations had been received and no appointment was 
made.  The Rector expressed his thanks to those parishioners who had carried out the various 
Churchwardens’ duties during the year. 
 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting  
 
2.  Report of the Electoral Roll 
 
There had been no additions to the Electoral Roll during the year.  Mr Roland Stedeford’s name 
had been removed and the Roll now stood at 35 which was high in relation to congregation 
numbers. Under the Church Representation Rules we are required to compile a new Electoral 
Roll in 2019 and it is likely that the memberrship would to be reduced. 
 
3.  Presentation and Receipt of the Annual Report on proceedings of the Parochial 
Church Council and activities of the Parish - circulated 
 
The Rector explained that the Report was in the required format, setting out the aims, purposes, 
objectives and achievements of the PCC in detail.  This format was advantageous when grant 
applications were being made and in dealings with the Charities Commission. There were no 
questions or comments from the floor and the Report was accepted. 
 
4.  Presentation and Receipt of the Financial Statements of the Council for the year 
ending 31st December 2017 - circulated  
 



The Treasurer explained that an unexpected donation of £10,000 had been added to the 
Church General Fund: without this the Fund would have been in deficit by -£925, mainly due to 
less receipts from fundraising. Responding to questions from the floor, the Rector explained that 
replacing one major event such as a fete, with 3 or 4 smaller events had certain advantages. 
They were more easily managed, often not weather dependent, maintained interest through 
frequency and variety, and were often highly profitable.  The Safari Supper had raised over 
£1,000 and a recent concert given by The Ascott Songsters, for which there was no entry 
charge, had yielded generous donations (£475) on which Gift Aid could be claimed. 
 
The Rector mentioned the new Parish Giving Scheme which had been very successful - 
planned giving to Ascott Church had been increased by over 40%.  He also explained that the 
proposed Single Ecclesiastical Parish would further safeguard the future of the Benefice by 
displaying a united presence. 
 
The Rector told the meeting that, at present, the Joint PCCs of the Benefice were not proposing 
to replace Revd. Marian Needham, who retired as Assoicate Priest in December 2017. Further, 
the PCCs of the Benefice had agreed that the resultant saving in Parish Share should being put 
into a ring-fenced Benefice account, which would be used to finance ‘buying-in’ others to 
provide ministry as necessary.  At the end of the year, any unused monies would be returned to 
the Parishes. The Benefice is fortunate in having Peter Silva, Elizabeth Keopping and Ian Arthur 
who are happy to take services when Mark is away.  It was aslo noted that a member of 
Spelsbury congregation had embarked on training for the priesthood and it time will become 
Curate in the Benefice. 
 
The house in Enstone where Marian and her husband lived, is owned by the Diocese and it is 
now beeing rented out with the proceeds going to the Diocese. 
 
The meeting accepted the Financial Statements and extended thanks to Ash Ismail the 
Treasurer who was standing down after 15 years service. 
 
5.  Report on the fabric, goods and ornaments of the Church - circulated    
 
In response to questions from the floor, the Rector explained that alternative roofing materials 
for the North Aisle, did not have as good fabricating, sealing and sound-dampening qualities  as 
lead.  Also the proceeds from stripping and selling the lead from the roof would not cover the 
cost of re-roofing in an alternative material. 
 
On the subject of heating, the Rector said that although outdated,  the manual operation of the 
system met current safety requirements. 
 
Brian Mitchell was thanked for his work on general fabric and maintenance requirements.  
 
6   Report on proceedings of the Deanery Synod - circulated  
 



7.  Election of Deanery Synod Members  
      
There were no nominations for for the Deanery Synod  
 
8.  Election of Parochial Church Council Members 
 
Rachel Lovel and Ash Ismail retired by rotation.  Ash was not standing again.  Nominations 
were received for Rachel and Stuart.  There being no other nominations they were both 
appointed to the PCC. Stuart had also agreed to take on the role Treasurer on a trial basis, 
given that he was already heavily committed to other Village responsibilities. 
 
9.   Election of Sidespersons 
 
This was remitted to the PCC. 
 
10.  Appointment of Independent Examiner  
 
Emily O’Shea was reappointed as Independent Examiner 
 
11. Comments from the floor and suggestions for the new PCC 
 
Burial space - the Rector acknowledged that village residents had a right to be buried in the 
Churchyard.  He said that there was still plenty of space available, and that it was the 
responsibility of the PC to provide additional land if needed. 
 
Noticeboard - a new noticeboard had been donated by Sarah Tribe in memory of her father and 
would be erected shortly. 
 
Altar frontals - it was noted that minor repair work was needed. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.45 
 


